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For those of us who have come to know PFLAG, it 

is hard to put in words the warmth of support, the 

treasured resource and friend, the tireless 

advocate that it represents for each of us.  With 

PFLAG by our side, we stand taller, stronger, 

more confident and better informed and are all 

better prepared to create a brighter tomorrow for 

our LGBTQ+ family.   

And with your help --- 

The talented team of advocates in the 

national office 

• can fight for justice and equality, for 

anti-discrimination in healthcare and 

employment, for safe schools, for 

legislation at the national and state level 

that affirms, protects and respects the 

LGBTQ+ community.  And fight they must 

against those who are trying very hard to 

take away their rights! 

• can educate and support us through 

their extensive publications, on-line 

university, hot lines and numerous forums. 

• can provide guidance and counsel … 

on demonstrating support and acceptance 

when someone comes out, on being an 

advocate in your community, on grappling 

with issues of faith … and in so many more 

ways. 

Your PFLAG chapter can extend peer-to-

peer support and confidential dialogue and a 

commitment at a local level to a safe 

community and a diverse and inclusive 

world – a world where every member of the  

LGBTQ+ community is valued by society and 

each member takes pride in and values 

themselves.   

The PFLAG Council of Northern Illinois 

can bring together news, insights, and 

ideas from across the area, sharing them 

in the engaging Open Doors publication.  This 

strong network of PFLAG chapters and 

their collective work with local supportive 

organizations ensures that you are well 

informed of advocacy initiatives, of 

community forums and events in the arts that 

advance and celebrate the LGBTQ+ 

community.   

As a PFLAG member, your membership dollar 

advances PFLAG’s mission to Support, Educate 

and Advocate in each of these ways.  

Will you stand at PFLAG’s side, proud and tall, as 

they continue to make a real difference in the lives 

of our LGBTQ+ family?    

Will you enable PFLAG to continue its legacy of 

“Saving Lives, Strengthening Families, Changing 

Hearts and Laws?”   

Please say yes and join me as a PFLAG 

member this year by visiting www.pflagil.org 

today and clicking on Memberships and 

Donations.    

With PFLAG by my side … I thank you! 

Don Donahue 

VP and Membership Chairperson   

PFLAG Council of Northern Illinois 

 

With PFLAG by our side 

 

http://www.pflagil.org/
https://www.pflagillinois.org/membership-and-donation/
https://www.pflagillinois.org/membership-and-donation/
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Join PFLAG members and supporters from across the 

country for the 2019 PFLAG National Convention at 

the Kansas City Marriott Downtown from October 25 

– 27, 2019 for two full days of skill building, 

networking, and preparing for 2020. 

Visit https://pflag.org/2019nationalconvention to 

register and to learn more. 

 

TED Talk on Trans Equality 

Click here to listen to a short history of trans people's 

long fight for equality | Samy Nour Younes from TED 

Talks Daily in Podcasts.  

 

Get published in Open Doors!  

Send art, photos, essays, personal stories, poetry, 

movie or book reviews, and anything else 

newsletter-worthy by, for, or about our LGBTQ+ 

loved ones to  opendoors@pflagillinois.org 

SUBSCRIBE to Open Doors 

Editor: Andrew Zanevsky 

 

 

Illinois State News 

As of 9/3, you no longer need to provide medical 

documentation in order to correct the gender marker on 

a driver's license or state ID. Equality Illinois worked on 

this modernized policy with the National Center for 

Transgender Equality and the Illinois Secretary of 

State's Office. 

Click here for the new Gender Designation Change 

Form.  

 

D211 (Palatine) Considering 

New Locker Room Policy 

by Carolyn Wahlskog  
 
On September 19th, the District 211 Board of Education 
(Palatine) held a well-attended public meeting to 
introduce a proposed policy in the district that allows all 
students – including students who are transgender – 
full and equal use of all facilities, including locker 
rooms.  After four long years of controversy and battles, 
this is an incredible moment. 
  
Hundreds of supporters of transgender rights – and the 
group D211 Parents for Privacy – attended the meeting, 
with many signing up for the opportunity to speak and 
share their views with the Board.  The remarks of 
supporters were inspiring and engaging – while 
opponents relied largely on the tired, old arguments we 
have heard in the past.   
  
At the end of the evening, some Board members 
expressed an interest in understanding more fully how 
the policy will be implemented.  While we hoped the 
policy would be adopted in October, it now 
appears that the final vote may not take place 
until November.  But we will not relent, and we 
will continue to show up and speak out for all 
students.   
  
We will let you know the details of the next meeting 
when they become public.  In the interim, thank you for 
your support.   
  
With appreciation,  
The Trans Ally Coalition 

Chicago Tribune article summarizing the night 

 

https://pflag.org/2019nationalconvention
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/ted-talks-daily/id160904630?i=1000433659316
mailto:opendoors@pflagillinois.org
https://mailchi.mp/b64bb37c8a53/opendoors
https://pflag.org/2019nationalconvention
https://www.cyberdriveillinois.com/publications/pdf_publications/dsd_a329.pdf
https://www.chicagotribune.com/news/breaking/ct-palatine-211-transgender-unrestricted-access-20190919-pvladtbw7ja7hfz5rzdbwczfcu-story.html
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From PFLAG National 

COURT MATTERS 

U.S. 6th Circuit Court of Appeals upholds ruling 
that state of Kentucky must pay four same-sex 
couples' legal fees and costs for refusing to issue 
them marriage licenses in 2015 after the 
Obergefell ruling by SCOTUS. The Appeals ruling 
upheld the federal district court’s ruling from 2017 that 
former Rowan County clerk Kim Davis rightfully could be 
sued for her actions not to issue marriage licenses to the 
four couples.  

SCOTUS to hear oral arguments on Title VII 
cases on October 8th. The day of oral arguments will 
include a rally at SCOTUS featuring comments from 
organizations who submitted amicus briefs, including 
PFLAG National, and other civil rights leaders. The 
ruling would be on whether Title VII’s protections apply 
to LGBTQ+ employees. PFLAG National’s position is that 
Title VII protections, as affirmed in prior court rulings 
and in guidance by the EEOC, do include gender identity 
and expression as well as sexual orientation under the 
protections regarding sex and sex stereotyping. 

MEDIA MATTERS 

Transgender individuals subjected to conversion 

therapy more at risk of psychological distress 

than their non-trans peers, study finds. A new 

study published in monthly, peer-reviewed JAMA 

Psychiatry by the American Medical Association, 

analyzed more than 27,000 transgender adults. 

New study reported in journal of Science finds 
there is no single “gay gene.” The study analyzed the 
DNA of nearly a half a million people and found that, 
while genetic differences play a significant role in sexual 
behavior, there’s no single “gay gene,” calls into question 
such sexual orientation frameworks as the Kinsey scale, 
and hints at the complex factors that influence human 
sexuality, including society and the environment. You can 
read the study's abstract here. 

PFLAG National's Latinx Heritage Month video 
makes the news. The video features members of 
PFLAG En Espanol in Los Angeles and is directed by 
award-winning filmmaker Nick Oceano, whose feature 
directorial debut “Pedro,” the MTV biopic about AIDS 
activist Pedro Zamora (a cast-member of MTV’s “The 
Real World”) was nominated for several awards.  

PFLAG at Abbvie Ally Week 

On September 24th, PFLAG was invited to organize a 
discussion panel at the Abbvie Ally Week. PFLAG 
volunteers were joined by allies working at Abbvie, 
forming a diverse team of ten panelists. Toni Weaver 
moderated the discussion, which Abbvie videotaped 
and broadcast to other corporate locations. The event 
was well-received by the audience.  

 
 

 

Marco Floreani who organized the event and invited 
PFLAG to Abbvie has sent Toni this email: 
 

Just a quick note of thanks for all that you and the 

panel did for us today.  I am composing a proper note 

of thanks to the group. 

In the meantime, I just wanted to let you know that a 

very nice Pride impact was made today at Abbvie. 

I am seeing notes of thanks and how amazing today’s 
event was. 
 

 

 

http://salsa4.salsalabs.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=384r8Wt%2FtliJrH3qOVN7H70MZYjNVp%2Bq
http://salsa4.salsalabs.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=384r8Wt%2FtliJrH3qOVN7H70MZYjNVp%2Bq
http://salsa4.salsalabs.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=384r8Wt%2FtliJrH3qOVN7H70MZYjNVp%2Bq
http://salsa4.salsalabs.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=384r8Wt%2FtliJrH3qOVN7H70MZYjNVp%2Bq
http://salsa4.salsalabs.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=384r8Wt%2FtliJrH3qOVN7H70MZYjNVp%2Bq
http://salsa4.salsalabs.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=UBId2xhHAzrbs3A6ToGUA70MZYjNVp%2Bq
http://salsa4.salsalabs.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=UBId2xhHAzrbs3A6ToGUA70MZYjNVp%2Bq
https://default.salsalabs.org/Tf30812fe-30b2-40ca-96f8-e8b5bc5d8bcc/5ed9e8d8-0c79-4323-a047-e12b7c823995
https://default.salsalabs.org/Tf30812fe-30b2-40ca-96f8-e8b5bc5d8bcc/5ed9e8d8-0c79-4323-a047-e12b7c823995
https://default.salsalabs.org/Tf30812fe-30b2-40ca-96f8-e8b5bc5d8bcc/5ed9e8d8-0c79-4323-a047-e12b7c823995
http://salsa4.salsalabs.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=18DSwclRl6d62YaOmeDdWr0MZYjNVp%2Bq
http://salsa4.salsalabs.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=18DSwclRl6d62YaOmeDdWr0MZYjNVp%2Bq
http://salsa4.salsalabs.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=9YTKqzjPbGL%2FFnRyY%2B8OLlFtEYw7aeSW
http://salsa4.salsalabs.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=9YTKqzjPbGL%2FFnRyY%2B8OLlFtEYw7aeSW
https://default.salsalabs.org/Tb8452a6a-7f87-4f4a-bf59-2386a96d8284/5ed9e8d8-0c79-4323-a047-e12b7c823995
https://default.salsalabs.org/Tb8452a6a-7f87-4f4a-bf59-2386a96d8284/5ed9e8d8-0c79-4323-a047-e12b7c823995
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News from PFLAG Hinsdale 

by Nina Carley and Eileen Matthies 

Our speaker on September 1st was Amy Orwig and 

her husband Doug. Amy’s presentation, Evolution of 

a Mama Bear was about a mom who found strength 

in the kindness of strangers, and became stronger in 

the process.” 

Amy’s journey into the LGBTQIA community began 

3 years ago when their youngest son Ryan came out 

at age 17. He told his father he was bisexual. When 

Doug told Amy what their son had said, she thought 

Ryan must be confused.  After all, he had been home 

schooled and active in Boy Scouts.  

Amy searched Google to look for answers as to what 

a Christian parent should do if their child comes out 

as gay.  Some of the answers she found, including 

one that said you should kick your child out of your 

home, were not helpful. 

Amy had an uncle who came out as gay back in the 

late 1970s.  Her grandmother, who was a Christian 

conservative, had a hard time accepting her son’s 

“choices”. There were few resources available to 

parents of gay children at that time.  Her 

grandmother did not kick her uncle out of the house, 

but he did turn to drugs as a way of dealing with his 

situation. Amy also had a half-brother who came out 

as gay in the mid-1980s during the AIDs epidemic. 

One of Amy’s search results for answers was a 

Facebook site, “Just Because They Breathe,” founded 

by Christian parents, Linda Mueller Robertson and 

her husband Robert. The Robertson’s 17 year old son 

came out as gay in a text he sent to his parents. The 

Robertson’s tried prayer as a way to work through 

this. When their son, turned 18, he moved out of the 

house. He did return home, but sadly he passed away 

from an accidental drug overdose. The Robertson’s 

wanted to use their tragedy to create something 

beautiful for other parents who were trying to 

understand their gay children. 

Amy was hesitant to join a Facebook group because  

 

she feared everyone would find out about Ryan 

being gay.   

She spent several weeks reading posts from 

thousands of women from all over the world.  

Finally, she decided to join the group and 

introduce herself.  

As time went on, Amy became more comfortable 

with, Ryan’s bisexuality. The encouragement and 

insights she gained from other mother’s 

experiences with their gay children helped Amy 

better understand her child.  

Four to five months later, on Ryan’s 18th 

birthday, he sent his parents a text telling them 

that he was transgender. Ryan’s chosen name 

became Chloe. Over time, Amy and Doug 

adjusted to Chloe’s transition and learned to love 

and accept Chloe as she is.  

In 3 short years, Amy has gone from joining 3 

LGBTQIA groups to now being part of 6 groups. 

She started Q Collective, a teen group in her area, 

as a way for Chloe to meet more people like 

herself. She has also formed a parents’ support 

group and a PFLAG chapter in Peoria where she 

is the president, helped bring Pride Fest back to 

Peoria after a 5-year hiatus, and had been co- 

chair of Free Mom Hugs Illinois. 

Our scheduled speaker for Oct. 6th is 

Lorena Cory, who organized a play group 

for transgender children called 

Pinwheels. 

 

 

News from PTI McHenry 

The Youth Group that meets during PTI 

McHenry meeting is on a temporary hiatus.  

It might come back after the holidays. 
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News from PFLAG Deerfield 

by Sue Ginsburg 

We had an outstanding speaker this month:  Scout 

Bratt (pronoun: they), the Outreach and Education 

Director from the Chicago Women’s Health Center. 

CWHC has served Chicago communities with pride for 

more than four decades.  In 1975, a group of health 

care providers, counselors and health educators, 

troubled by unjust gynecological care disparities in 

Chicago, joined together to create 

CWHC.  Emphasizing self-knowledge and a peer 

approach to health care, these early collective 

members believed that health care was a right, not a 

privilege, and that gender inequality was a serious 

barrier to respectful health care.  This history and 

perspective lends CWHC strength and perspective as a 

leader in reproductive justice and compassionate, 

collaborative and comprehensive health care.   

The CWHC found what needs were not being met 

from mainstream health providers.  They started with 

gynecology, realizing that time spent one on one 

doctor to patient was about 7 minutes.  They expanded 

to include queer affirming, trans inclusive “clients”, 

not patients, to one hour long appointments.  With 

the  CWHC you can expect:  collaboration of care 

providers, no government funding, no identification 

needed, sliding scale payment, no proof of income, no 

insurance needed, private insurance accepted, client 

created payment plans.  CWHC believes all deserve 

health care services, no matter what their gender 

identity!  Their funding comes from individual 

donations and foundations. No one is turned away 

because of lack of ability to pay. 

Some of the services provided are basic gynecology, 

alternative insemination, feminist therapy, (how 

gender and sexuality play a role in family life), 

primary care, outreach and education, acupuncture 

and massage, trans greater access project and sex 

education. 

Scout was an amazing presenter.  You can find them at 

CWHC: 1025 W. Sunnyside Ave, Suite 201, Chicago, IL 

60640; 773-935-6126 

 

 

News from PFLAG Oak Lawn 

by Chris Raap 

Michael Ziri, director of public policy for Equality 

Illinois, will be the featured speaker at the October 

meeting of PFLAG Oak Lawn. Ziri will discuss the new 

LGBTQ-affirming laws in Illinois, including the 

Inclusive Curriculum Law. The law, which goes into 

effect for the 2020-21 school year, will require all 

Illinois public schools to teach history that includes the 

contributions of lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender 

people.  

PFLAG Oak Lawn will meet Sunday, Oct. 20, from 2-4 

p.m. at Pilgrim Faith United Church of Christ, 9411 S. 

51 Ave., Oak Lawn. Please use the courtyard entrance. 

For more information, email PFLAG Oak Lawn 

President Chris Raap at shoehouses@yahoo.com.  

 

News from PFLAG Bolingbrook 

by Peter Shulman 

We are happy to announce that PFLAG Bolingbrook 

will be holding its first official meeting on October 

13th at 2 PM at the Friendship United Methodist 

Church, 305 E Boughton Rd. in 

Bolingbrook.  All future meetings will be on the 

second Sunday of the month at the same time. 

October’s meeting will have a guest speaker, Carolyn 

Wahlskog, Executive Director of Housing at 360 Youth 

Services.   Her responsibilities include the Transitional 

Housing Program for LGBTQ youth experiencing 

homelessness.  Carolyn has a vast knowledge and 

understanding of all things LGBTQ; she will speak to 

us, and answer questions, about LBGTQ terminology 

and pronouns, her experiences with the transitional 

housing program and the needs of local LGBTQ 

youth.  The presentation will be followed by a brief 

break and an open go around where we’ll introduce 

ourselves to each other and to talk about the things 

that matter to us and our LGBTQ families and friends.   

We welcome you to join us on October 13th and 

the coming months.  

mailto:shoehouses@yahoo.com
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News from PFLAG Oak Park 
by Nancy Johnson 

Wow!  September was truly a busy month for us.  And 

it's not over yet! 

Our annual bake sale on August 31 was an amazing 

success!  We thought by ourselves, we would not be 

able to bake enough to make a good sale. So, we 

enlisted various friends and relatives to bake 

something for the sale.  We also asked our long-time 

ally, Oak Park Area Gay and Lesbian Association+ 

(OPALGA+) for their help.  They really came through 

for us:  Oatmeal chocolate chippers, award-winning 

soda bread, fabulous brownies, Rice Krispy treats that 

kids love, and more!  Sylvia's son helped with her 

popular multi-grain fresh baked bread. (He mixed 

ingredients the night before, and she got up at 4am to 

start baking.)  And we sold out of everything! We're still 

patting ourselves on the back it was so great.  

 
Annual Bake Sale, photo by Blair Barbour 

We sold out by 11:45 AM.  Soda bread was very popular. All 6 

loaves of my blue cornbread sold (though not like hotcakes.) 

But we hardly got to have a breather because on the 

following Saturday, September 7, we had a table at 

Barrie Fest.  The button machine was a big hit with the 

kids.  Many of them liked the rainbow flag with the US 

flag and we ran out of blanks for it. We got several folks 

signing up for our mailing list.  It was a great day for an 

outdoor event: not too hot, not too cold, and not windy 

at all! 

 
Barrie Fest on September 7th at Barrie Park, Oak Park 

 

 

Sandy Johnson making buttons at Barrie Fest 

Phil was extra busy that day.  After helping set up, 

he went to an event at Garfield Park Hospital.  The 

hospital provides inpatient psychiatric and partial 

hospitalization treatment for children and teens, 

ages 3 to 17 in the Chicago, Illinois, area.  It 

provides affirming care for LGBTQ+ children and 

teens who need their services.   

On this past Thursday evening, our local high 

school, OPRFHS, held a dinner for students in A 

Place for All (gay/straight alliance) as well as their 

parents.  We were invited to have a table at the 

event.  Phil represented us and shared a table with 

OPALGA+.  He got several parents to sign up for 

our email list.  We're hopeful that some of them will 

be interested in joining up! 
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News from PFLAG Oak Park - continued 

 
Rainbow Dinner at OPRFHS for members and the parents of  

A Place for All, the gay/straight alliance at the high school 

 
Rainbow Dinner, well… literally! :)  

Our September meeting was good. We didn't have a 

speaker, but we did have a new visitor and a returning 

visitor who will probably be joining.  She started a 

gay/straight alliance at the school she teaches at this 

year. The response from the students has been 

excellent!  She's excited about how well it's going.  

And, our final event this month is our Fifth Sunday 

Potluck.  It will be at Kate and Phil's. Everyone is 

invited. Contact Phil for the address at 

plkroker@gmail.com.  It runs from 5pm till 7pm. 

 

 

News from PFLAG McHenry 
by Toni Weaver 

“It’s when you no longer need PFLAG that 

PFLAG needs you the most.” 

What’s this mean? To me it simply means that once 

people have moved beyond the place of needing 

support, they’re now in a position to help others, and 

the chapter needs them to provide support for the new 

folks coming in. 

I rely on the “old timers” to faithfully attend monthly 

meetings because I never know from month to month 

who will be walking through our doors seeking support 

and a listening ear. If I don’t have the people to match 

up with the newcomers, I feel that we can’t be as 

effective as we otherwise could be.  

For example, at our September meeting and after we 

opened the meeting, we split three ways with each 

group addressing a particular need. Never 

underestimate your importance as a seasoned PFLAG 

member! 

Four of us from PFLAG McHenry and one former 

regular were among the panelists who participated in 

the ABBVIE Ally Week event on September 24  

[see page 4]. One of the leaders of ABBVIE’s LGBTQ 

Employee Resource Group reached out to PFLAG to 

make a presentation at their corporate headquarters in 

Mettawa. Panelists also came from PFLAG Deerfield, 

PFLAG Hinsdale, the NI Council board, and ABBVIE 

itself. 

On October 4 100 mental health care providers will be 

attending an all-day workshop Somewhere over the 

Rainbow – Counseling Transgender Individuals and 

Those who defy the Gender Binary that is being 

cosponsored by the Regional Office of Education, the 

McHenry County Mental Health Board, and PFLAG 

McHenry. A repeat of the training is scheduled for 

February 5 since demand exceeded supply in terms of 

space! Initially our focus was on providing LGBTQ+ 

training to school personnel; now we are branching out 

into other segments of the community. 

Exciting times out here in McHenry County! 

mailto:plkroker@gmail.com
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PFLAG Rockford President Updates: 

• I have been working on getting the website back up 
and running since it expired, and we did not have 
access to our account due to it being registered to a 
former board member. Thankfully, the domain 
name has been saved for us. But unfortunately, our 
information was lost. We need to re-make our 
website from scratch. If you have any interest in 
website building, please get a hold of me. 

• PFLAG National Convention is coming up. I did not 
get a scholarship this time to attend. I asked for 
money to be allocated to fund my attendance. The 
PFLAG Board voted yes to allow me to use PFLAG 
funds of $285 for conference attendance. I am 
registered and excited to attend Kansas City for my 
second national conference.  

• I presented the group with a new PFLAG Rockford 
position, the Transition Support Coordinator. I 
would like to fulfill this position. The position 
includes things I have already been doing in the 
community: taking people to Howard Brown, 
taking them to court for name changes, 
accompanying to appointments, helping answers 
questions about changing documents get them 
information pamphlets, etc. The group agreed this 
would be a great addition. 

• I also discussed my attendance at the Philadelphia 
Trans Wellness Conference (held from Jul 25, 2019 
– Jul 27, 2019) I will be furthering a discussion 
with the Trevor Project on how to encourage 
parents/caregivers not to “grieve” someone who is 
transitioning because it assigns a negativity to the 
transition. We need to have more neutral words 
while talking about this.   

• I discussed fundraising efforts for Liam’s Name 
Change Fund. I have decided I would like to start a 
separate organization for this effort and not 
officially run it through our chapter.  

• Illinois Safe School Alliance is partnering with 
another organization to help fund their initiative, so 
I wrote a letter of support to ISSA on behalf of our 
chapter. 

 
We are exploring ways to connect with other local 
organizations in hopes to identify how our organization 
intersects with theirs and how we can work together.   
• At this meeting, Meg relayed that she’s reached out 

to Eliminate Racism 815. Eliminate racism invited 
us to their meetings but have not yet confirmed 
whether or not they are available to be guest 
speakers or attend our meetings. Paige, a new 
Board Member, has agreed to attend their October 
meeting in hopes to bridge that communication.  Kyle Bullock 

News from PFLAG Rockford 
by Phyllis Gallisath, She/Her/Hers 

We welcomed a few newcomers to our monthly 

meeting with 14 in attendance. After introductions, we 

had fun sharing what we are passionate about, with 

examples like:  self-care, mental health awareness, 

LGBTQ+ rights in the workplace, public speaking in 

high schools, healing the divide with LGBTQ+ rights 

in the medical field, elderly LGBTQ+ rights, crafting, 

and giving back to the community. 

What We’ve Been Up To 

Meg was interviewed by WREX on August 12th in 

regard to Governor Pritzker’s order for inclusive 

curriculum in schools.  Much was said in the 

interview, but little was aired. Regardless, we are 

grateful for the supportive momentum our State’s 

politicians are demonstrating. 

I have been working with State Legislators regarding 

the school inclusive curriculum. This work will protect 

transgender students, so they have equality in all 

public schools. One local example is how Harlem 

School District has incorporated them. There will be a 

task force created to focus on this initiative. We can’t 

wait to see the results. 

The DiversCITY queer youth group facilitators have 

been scheduling dates for special activities for the 

teens, including: pumpkin carving (pumpkins being 

donated by Schnucks), a Drag 101 workshop, a Sip and 

Paint night, a museum tour, and a field trip to RAD 

and GEM for Jan. 2020.  Meg acquired a DUNS 

number and registered us with SAM in order to gain 

the grant money we were awarded. 

School Presentation Requests: Harlem High School 

reached out and requested a PFLAG presentation in 

their Women’s Study class on October 28th. Amber, 

Brit and myself will share education and advocacy 

related to the LGBTQ+ population. Durand Schools 

would like a presentation at their Parent/Teacher 

Conference days. Amber and myself will fill this 

request on Nov. 7th. 
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PFLAG Rockford - continued 

• Meg also reached out to Just Breathe 815, but has 
not heard back. Curt will try to get a hold of the 
organizer.  

• Meg also reached out to Xavier Whitford and she 
will be joining us for October’s meeting to speak 
about Mental Health Awareness. 

• Amber reached out to Children’s Home + Aid and 
NAMI and they will be giving a Trauma 
Presentation at November’s PFLAG Meeting. 

• It was suggested by Curt, that we add the Junior 
League and League of Women’s Voters to our 
connection efforts. 

Curt provided our financial updates, with our current 

balance at $4231.29 Curt and Amber discussed the 

finishing touches on deducting Queer Prom expenses 

for the grant’s Final Report. 

At this meeting, Meg presented on Suicide Awareness 

Week. She shared with us about suicide myths and 

facts, symptoms and warning signs, behavioral clues, 

and tips for asking the suicide question. 

Other Updates 

Our PFLAG Adult Peer Support Group needs a new 
facilitator. Paige has agreed to fill this role and became  

 

 

News from PTI Chicago 
by Jo Peer-Haas 

This month we had as our speaker Kyle Bullock, MSW, 
a licensed social worker who heads the year-old Polaris 
program at Garfield Park Behavioral Hospital. Kyle 
brings much experience to the program, including as 
the author of a transgender student guidebook for 
educators. Polaris' motto is "A guiding light for youth" 
and they work specifically with LGBTQ+ teens (ages 
12-17) on a short-term inpatient basis. Any teen in this 
category with mental health challenges can be part of 
Polaris, which--as Kyle described it--is "genderless". 
Pronouns are not only adhered to, but honored. Staff 
can even be reached 24/7. For more info, contact the 
hospital at 773-265-3720 and say you're interested in 
the Polaris program. 

 

a new PFLAG Rockford Board Member! YAY! She’ll 
use this survey to find out what are the best 
days/times for a support group. Please use this link to 
access the survey.  

Paige also updated us on UIC happenings. Paige wants 
help from us to find transgender women of color for 
her schools Medical Colloquium. 

Lien reported her progress at RVC. RVC is tweaking 
the technology to add in “Preferred Names” in their 
student identifications but the gender is still the same. 
The PAIC group (Promoting an Inclusive Community) 
is still meeting and a November event is in the works. 
They’re hoping to hold an LGBTQ two-week event 
from Nov 11-22. One display will be a photography 
exhibit titled “Love Makes a Family” that highlights 
LGBTQ families. Lien would welcome PFLAG 
Rockford to run workshops for PFLAG.  

DiversCity Youth Group: Our monthly session will 
be held on October 9th, 6:00pm-8:00pm at the 
Nordlof.  We will be carving pumpkins. DiversCity is 
a safe space for LGBTQ+ youth and their allies ages 
13-19.   

Next Meeting: Monday, October 6, 2019 
6:00pm-8:00pm at Montague Library 

As always, thank you all for your support! 

 

Letter from a University of 

Chicago student: 

Hello, my name is Seychelle Mikofsky and I am an 
undergraduate student studying Sociology at the 
University of Chicago. For my BA thesis project 
(IRB19-0857), I am exploring the experiences of 
LGBTQ+ undergraduates at religious institutions. If 
you are interested in participating in a 30-45 minute 
interview, please contact me via email at 
smikofsky@uchicago.edu to find out more and 
schedule a time to talk. Interviews will take place via 
video chat (WebEx). Additionally, if you know of 
anyone who fits the criteria and might be interested in 
speaking with me, please share my contact 
information with them. 

Seychelle Mikofsky 
The University of Chicago, Class of 2020 
smikofsky@uchicago.edu  

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/ZWCMHZT?fbclid=IwAR1EIZDdMAkUJO-6XATiDx9cgnFKlICHgwYrnkF-UjIOGKbeUdOHdh5giSA
mailto:smikofsky@uchicago.edu
mailto:smikofsky@uchicago.edu
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News from PFLAG DuPage 
by Bernadette & Ron Whitfield 

Because we were out of town for the September 
meeting, Gail Hanson graciously volunteered to lead 
the meeting. Her presentation recognized the start of a 
new school year by focusing on education. In our 
continuing effort to insure safe learning spaces for 
ALL students, she showed two films produced by 
Welcoming Schools.   

The first video viewed, titled What Do You 
Know?, was produced for elementary school 
educators and parents/caregivers.  This video featured 
students discussing what they know and hear about 
LGBTQ people and how teachers can help them learn 
correct information about these topics.  

The second video, titled What Can We Do?,  is a 
training film that features experienced teachers 
engaging students using lesson plans to address the 
topics of bias, bullying, and how to stand up for each 
other.  

As a reminder to all that October is the beginning of a 
new fiscal year for PFLAG.  Don Donahue reminded 
all current members of the importance of renewing 
their memberships and encouraged all new attendees 
to give consideration to becoming members.  He 
explained the purpose and focus of the National 
PFLAG office and the benefits and purpose of our 
chapter's participation in the PFLAG Northern Illinois 
Council.   

Gail expressed thanks to Steve Rothmond for being 
our point person in the Naperville Labor Day parade 
and for all who participated in representing PFLAG at 
this annual event.   

Peter and Kristin Shulman announced that October 
13th will be the first official meeting of the new 
Bolingbrook chapter and invited all to attend.  We 
greatly appreciate the effort they have devoted to 
making this new chapter a reality and providing 
support to the communities in the Bolingbrook area.  

Information was shared regarding the 9/19/19 
meeting of the District 211 school board at which there 
would be consideration given to adopting a new policy 
that affords full and equal access to locker rooms for 
students who are transgender.  Carolyn Wahlskog, 
Executive Director of Housing at 360 Youth Network 
encouraged as many as possible to attend the meeting 
and show support for this policy.  This district has  

 

experienced 4 years of stubborn resistance and it was 
expected that P4P planned to have a large number of 
supporters at the meeting in opposition to this new 
policy.   

The recent passage of HB0246 was recognized and 
celebrated.  This bill now requires the history of 
LGBTQ people in history be included in Illinois public 
school curriculum.   

Finally, Gail reminded everyone that elections will take 
place at the October meeting (on the 20th) and that 
only those present who are actual members will be able 
to vote.  This then opened an opportunity for Don to 
discuss membership.  

News from PFLAG Aurora/Fox 
Valley 
by Tom Purl 

The presenter at this month's meeting was Br. Michael 
Oboza, the co-founder of the Bisexual Queer Alliance of 
Chicago as well as a retired monk. He educated us 
about numerous topics including the sexual orientation 
continuum, Bisexual erasure and bisexuality awareness 
while sharing many fascinating stories. 

We discussed Schuyler Bailar's upcoming presentation 
at Matea Valley high school. Schuyler is a swimmer at 
Harvard and the first openly transgender athlete to 
compete in any sport on an NCAA Division I men’s 
team. 

With school starting we also spent a good amount of 
time discussing how our younger LGBTQ+ children are 
navigating school and how we are supporting them. 

 
picture of the group with our speaker 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=47&v=tjYTAGZgl7o
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=47&v=tjYTAGZgl7o
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=1&v=IgMANg9LaNM
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The exhibit is open through November 13th 
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http://www.centeronhalsted.org
http://www.centeronhalsted.org
http://www.centeronhalsted.org
http://www.centeronhalsted.org
http://www.centeronhalsted.org
http://www.centeronhalsted.org
http://www.centeronhalsted.org
http://www.centeronhalsted.org
https://community.centeronhalsted.org/page.redir?target=https%3a%2f%2fcommunity.centeronhalsted.org%2fgallery&srcid=55242&srctid=1&erid=10878421&trid=3aad1c2c-7c21-40cd-ad7b-257dd5991f18
https://community.centeronhalsted.org/page.redir?target=https%3a%2f%2fsecure2.convio.net%2fafoc%2fsite%2fTR%2fRW%2fRW19%3fteam_id%3d4515%26pg%3dteam%26fr_id%3d1530&srcid=54999&srctid=1&erid=10747474&trid=5145d76f-edcb-4f13-ba0e-3a756aadddef
https://community.centeronhalsted.org/page.redir?target=https%3a%2f%2fcommunity.centeronhalsted.org%2fbwfwevent&srcid=54999&srctid=1&erid=10747474&trid=5145d76f-edcb-4f13-ba0e-3a756aadddef
http://www.centeronhalsted.org
http://www.centeronhalsted.org
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http://www.centeronhalsted.org
http://www.centeronhalsted.org
http://www.centeronhalsted.org
http://www.centeronhalsted.org
http://www.centeronhalsted.org
http://www.centeronhalsted.org
http://www.centeronhalsted.org
http://www.centeronhalsted.org
http://www.centeronhalsted.org
http://www.centeronhalsted.org
https://community.centeronhalsted.org/page.redir?target=https%3a%2f%2fcommunity.centeronhalsted.org%2fpages%2flatinx&srcid=55242&srctid=1&erid=10878421&trid=3aad1c2c-7c21-40cd-ad7b-257dd5991f18
http://www.centeronhalsted.org
https://community.centeronhalsted.org/page.redir?target=https%3a%2f%2fcommunity.centeronhalsted.org%2fAdaCheng&srcid=55242&srctid=1&erid=10878421&trid=3aad1c2c-7c21-40cd-ad7b-257dd5991f18
http://www.centeronhalsted.org
https://community.centeronhalsted.org/page.redir?target=https%3a%2f%2fcommunity.centeronhalsted.org%2fBHEvent&srcid=55242&srctid=1&erid=10878421&trid=3aad1c2c-7c21-40cd-ad7b-257dd5991f18
http://www.centeronhalsted.org
https://community.centeronhalsted.org/page.redir?target=https%3a%2f%2fcommunity.centeronhalsted.org%2fkierahogan&srcid=55242&srctid=1&erid=10878421&trid=3aad1c2c-7c21-40cd-ad7b-257dd5991f18
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After years promoting LGBTQ contributions to world history and culture, the Legacy Walk Rainbow 

Pylon Streetscape was officially designated the largest LGBTQ Historic Landmark on 

Earth. A few short weeks later, the LGBTQ-Inclusive Curriculum Bill (HB246), co-written by 

the Legacy Project, became Illinois law. These two groundbreaking achievements have catapulted 

the Legacy Project – a small, volunteer-driven charity – into the pantheon of LGBTQ Historic 

achievements… 

 

IT'S TIME TO CELEBRATE!! 

 

LANDMARK: The Legacy Project [un]Gala 

OCTOBER 10, 2019 | 5:30P – 8:30P 

CHEZ EVENT SPACE 

247 E. ONTARIO STREET, CHICAGO, IL 

OPEN BAR | HEAVY HORS D’OEUVRES | MUSIC 

LGBTQ HISTORY 

 

 PURCHASE TICKETS 

Comedienne Gwen 

La Roka will be 

our Emcee! 

 

https://legacyprojectchicago.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9b96e2f34e3698000b1b12965&id=a209c23916&e=3678ab3f9e
https://legacyprojectchicago.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9b96e2f34e3698000b1b12965&id=a209c23916&e=3678ab3f9e
https://legacyprojectchicago.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9b96e2f34e3698000b1b12965&id=a209c23916&e=3678ab3f9e
https://legacyprojectchicago.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9b96e2f34e3698000b1b12965&id=a209c23916&e=3678ab3f9e
https://legacyprojectchicago.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9b96e2f34e3698000b1b12965&id=a209c23916&e=3678ab3f9e
https://legacyprojectchicago.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9b96e2f34e3698000b1b12965&id=a209c23916&e=3678ab3f9e
https://legacyprojectchicago.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9b96e2f34e3698000b1b12965&id=a209c23916&e=3678ab3f9e
https://legacyprojectchicago.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9b96e2f34e3698000b1b12965&id=a209c23916&e=3678ab3f9e
https://legacyprojectchicago.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9b96e2f34e3698000b1b12965&id=a209c23916&e=3678ab3f9e
https://legacyprojectchicago.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9b96e2f34e3698000b1b12965&id=a209c23916&e=3678ab3f9e
https://legacyprojectchicago.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9b96e2f34e3698000b1b12965&id=a209c23916&e=3678ab3f9e
https://legacyprojectchicago.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9b96e2f34e3698000b1b12965&id=a209c23916&e=3678ab3f9e
https://legacyprojectchicago.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9b96e2f34e3698000b1b12965&id=a209c23916&e=3678ab3f9e
https://legacyprojectchicago.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9b96e2f34e3698000b1b12965&id=a209c23916&e=3678ab3f9e
https://legacyprojectchicago.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9b96e2f34e3698000b1b12965&id=a209c23916&e=3678ab3f9e
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pintaprideproject.com
https://waukeganfriends.eventbrite.ca
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/out-in-recovery-open-house-tickets-73005959791
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About Face Art Expo 
by Katrin and Andrew Zanevsky 

In May-August of this year, Wrightwood 659, a 
Chicago gallery, organized an exhibition called About 
Face: Stonewall, Revolt and New Queer Art. The 
gallery described it as follows: “A state-of-the-field 
survey of queer art today, About Face features works 
by a diverse group of artists from Colombia, India, 
Cuba, the UK, Sweden, South Africa, China, France, 
Indonesia, the United States, and Canada. The artists 
are trans, female, male, and intersex, as well as 
African or of African descent, Indigenous, Asian, 
White, and Latinx, and/or some combination of all of 
these.” 

If you were unable to attend the exhibition, please 
enjoy some of the artworks that we have photographed 
for you – on the cover and the following pages. 

 

Patricia Cronin, Memorial to a Marriage, 2002 

Deborah Kass, Daddy, I Would Love to Dance, 1998 
 

“The traditional view, that Stonewall represents the birth 

of a gay and lesbian movement, couldn’t be further from 

the truth on at least two counts: it hardly represents the 

beginning and it was never just gay and lesbian.” 

Jonathan D. Katz, PhD, Exhibition Curator 
Sophia Wallace, Untitled (Truer, No, 11), 2008 
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left: Harmony Hammond, Endangered, 1999 

top: Greer Lankton, Princess Muffin in the Cage, 1995 

right: Greer Lankton, The Junkies, 1985 

 

Greer Lankton’s family hostile to her gender and 

sexual differences threw these dolls out after the 

artist’s death in Chicago in 1996 from an overdose, 

but they were rescued from a dumpster and lovingly 

preserved. 

Wrightwood 659 is a new exhibition space conceived for the 

presentation of exhibitions of architecture and of socially 

engaged art. Located at 659 W. Wrightwood Avenue, in 

Chicago’s Lincoln Park neighborhood, it is a private, non-

commercial initiative envisioned as an integral part of the 

cultural and civic fabric of Chicago, as well as a new kind of 

arts space and cultural resource.  

Entrance is free. Online reservations required. 

  Jerome Caja, Death of a Bozo, 1985-1995 
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LGBTQI Book Review 
Recommendations for your Rainbow Library 
by Jackie Frett 

THE WITCH BOY by Molly Knox Ostertag 

The Witch Boy is the debut graphic novel by Molly 

Knox Ostertag.  The genre is fantasy.  

"Everyone in Asters family is born with magic. The boys 

grow up to be shapeshifters; girls into witches. No 

exceptions." 

But in life there are always exceptions. What are the 

unintended consequences of strict gender rules on the 

individual and the community as a whole? What 

happens when rules are broken? 

We are a better society when people are free to be who 

they are and their contributions are accepted and 

valued. That is the message of The Witch Boy. 

 

Theater News 
by David Zak, Executive Director  

Pride Film & Plays 

pridefilmsandplays.com. 866 811 4111. 

 

 

 

Pride Arts invites you to travel with us to Dublin - in 1963.  A MAN 

OF NO IMPORTANCE is a beautiful, rarely seen musical by the 

team that brought you KISS OF THE SPIDER WOMEN, RAGTIME, 

and many others.  It is a beautiful story about a bus driver, his motley 

group of passengers, and his belief in Oscar Wilde who guides their 

community theater production of 'Salome.'  It is funny, big hearted, 

and moving. Donterrio Johnson (Buy & Cellar) directs, with Robert 

Ollis (Southern Comfort) as music director. 1 866 811 4111 or 

www.pridefilmsandplays.com.  

 

 

  

Graphic novels may not be your thing, but this 

beautifully illustrated graphic novel conveys the 

message to all ages that diversity is essential for a 

healthy community. And as always, a picture is worth a 

thousand words. 

 

 

mollyostertag.com 

Amazon 

GoodReads 

This book is 

recommended for 8 to 

12 year old's which 

makes it perfect for 

middle school libraries 

and GSA's. It would 

however be good for 

parents to share  with 

even younger children.  

 

https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/31193426-the-witch-boy
http://pridefilmsandplays.com/
http://pridefilmsandplays.com/
http://pridefilmsandplays.com/
http://pridefilmsandplays.com/
http://www.pridefilmsandplays.com/
http://www.pridefilmsandplays.com
http://www.mollyostertag.com/
https://www.amazon.com/Witch-Boy-Molly-Knox-Ostertag/dp/133808951X/
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/31193426-the-witch-boy


 

 

19 October 2019  |  PFLAG Council of Northern Illinois Newsletter 

  

 
PFLAG Northern Illinois Chapters 

Click anywhere on the map to open it online 

https://www.pflagillinois.org/chapters/

